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The Board of Directors approved new elementary attendance boundaries on April 25, 2018. See them here. 

  

In November 2017, we asked for YOUR feedback and questions related to the elementary school attendance 

boundaries, which will be changing with the construction of a 4th elementary school. Thank you for taking the 

time to provide us with your thoughts! Below are answers to some of the questions you posed. 

  

Timeline Questions: 

When will Kamiak Elementary open? 

Currently, Kamiak construction is projected to be completed March 2019. Due to feedback from parents and 

staff, we will not be opening Kamiak midyear. We will open Kamiak in the fall of 2019. 

  

When will elementary attendance boundaries change? 

Elementary boundaries will NOT change for the 2018-2019 school year. Adopted elementary attendance 

boundaries will be implemented for the 2019-2020 school year.  

  

When will families be notified of their school placement? 

The elementary attendance boundary committee will present a proposal for revisions of attendance areas to the 

school board in April of 2018. After the board approves attendance area revisions, information will be 

posted to the district website and shared via email, Peachjar and Facebook. 

  

Will new families attend school based on current attendance guidelines or the new attendance boundaries? 

As possible, new families (including incoming kindergartners without elementary aged siblings) will be placed 

in the school that their student would attend based on 2019-2020 attendance boundaries. We hope this will 

minimize the amount of change for those families. Parents of incoming kindergartners with an older, 

elementary-aged sibling, will be given the option of having their kindergarten student attend school with the 

older sibling for 2018-2019, or attend the school they would attend based on 2019-2020 attendance 

boundaries. If the older sibling would be assigned to a different school (other than Kamiak) for the 2019-

2020 school year, parents will have the opportunity to move both students to that school for the 2018-2019 

school year, if there is capacity. 

  

Process Questions: 

What factors are being considered as elementary school attendance boundaries are revised? 

The elementary attendance boundary revision committee, based heavily on community input, developed and 

agreed to the following list of guiding principles: 

• Consider future growth 

• Aim to have each school reflect the diversity of our community  

• Create boundaries that will maintain continuity in neighborhoods, including rural areas 

• Minimize the number of families impacted 

• Minimize time to and from school + maximize safety and efficiency 

  

What is the process being used to revise boundaries? Will there be an outside party hired by the district to assist 

and advise the district on the most logical boundaries? Will a number of different scenarios be prepared & 

proposed? 

A committee of parents, community members and staff are working with Flo Analytics (a company that 

specializes in school district boundary adjustment processes) to review data and develop proposal(s) that will 

be shared at community forums as well as online. 

  

https://www.pullmanschools.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=457851&type=d&pREC_ID=1417158


Will the process remain transparent and open to community input? How will the community be informed at 

various stages in the process? 

The committee work sessions are open to the public. The public can observe but not participate in the 

committee work. At the end of each work session a summary of the meeting will be posted on the district 

website. In addition, there will be several opportunities for the public to view developing proposals at scheduled 

community forums. 

   

Placement Questions: 

What if my student is assigned to a new school but I want them to stay in their current school? Will there be a 

process by which a family can appeal to keep a child in the "old" school? 

The school choice process will remain in effect. Parents wishing to have their student(s) stay at their current 

school will need to complete a school choice transfer form.  More info here.  

  

Will siblings be placed in the same school? 

Siblings will be placed at the same school. 

  

Will the new boundaries be firm, or will parents be able to select their preferred school? Will there be a "gray" 

area where families can choose which school their child attends? 

Students must attend the school within their attendance boundary unless they have requested and been accepted 

in accordance with the in-district transfer process. 

  

How do I transfer my student to a school other than their assigned school? 

Parents wishing to have their student(s) attend a different school will need to complete an in-district transfer 
request form. Forms can be found in the district office or on the district website (www.pullmanschools.org) 
under Parents/Forms. Forms should be submitted to the district office.  
  

How will rural students be impacted by this change? 

Rural students will attend the school within their assigned attendance boundary unless they have requested and 

been accepted 

in accordance with the in-district transfer process. 

  

Students that live on College Hill attend all three elementary schools currently. Will the new school change 

this? 

Unknown at this time.  It will depend on the final elementary attendance boundaries. 

  

Will there be any consideration for students on IEP's/504's?  

Consideration for students on IEP’s/504’s will be on an individual basis. 

  

Are district employees able to select the school their student will attend? 

The students of district full time certificated and classified staff must attend the school within their attendance 

boundary, or the staff 

member may fill out an in-district transfer form and their student will be allowed to attend the school where 

their parent works in 

accordance with RCW 28a.225.225.  

   

Safety + Transportation Questions: 

How will traffic flow to the new elementary school be managed?  

The school design includes thoughtful traffic flow routes with a bus loop separated from parent drop off and 

pick up.  It is anticipated that Terre View will be connected to Greyhound Way some time in the future, 

dependent on the progress of the housing development. 

  

https://www.pullmanschools.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=458134&type=d&pREC_ID=1391977
http://www.pullmanschools.org/


Will there be adequate cross walks across Terre View when the school is built? How will walking children 

safely cross this very busy road?  

We anticipate that there will be a cross walk and crossing guard. 

  

Will students still need to transfer buses? 

It is our goal to eliminate as many bus transfers as possible. 

  

How will bus routes be determined?  

Bus routes will be developed when the new elementary boundaries have been finalized. 

   
Staffing Questions: 

Will all schools have equal class sizes? 

An attempt will be made to balance class sizes as much as possible. 

  

How will parapro and special education teacher staffing be addressed to accommodate caseloads? 

This will be addressed by the special education director. 

  

Does the district need to hire a lot of new teachers and school employees to accommodate this new school?  

The district will be hiring additional staff to accommodate increased student growth and anticipated K-3 class 

size reduction. 

  

Will current elementary school teachers move to Kamiak, or will new teachers be hired? 

The Kamiak elementary teachers will be a combination of experienced and new staff members. 

  

Will the new teachers be hired in time to plan and prepare their classrooms? 

Yes. 

  

 Miscellaneous Questions: 

Will there be different start times for elementary schools?  

We anticipate that there will be different start times for elementary schools. This is due to the number of 

students, bus drivers, and bus routes needed. 

  

Would the district consider having grade-band schools?  

Grade band schools are not being considered at this time. 

  

Will the elementary school boundaries change again in the future? Is future growth in Pullman being 

considered?  

The committee is considering future growth in order to minimize the number of times that the district will need 

to change or adjust elementary school boundaries. 

  

Is the district considering how growth will impact the middle school and high school? 

Yes. The high school is designed to accommodate future growth and we are studying options for the middle 

school. 

  

How will reassigned students be transitioned to a new school? 

The district will develop plans to transition reassigned students in the near future. 

  

Since the size of the schools are different, how will the schools be balanced? 

The committee will look at each school’s capacity to balance grade levels across the district. 

  

Has the district considered moving a few grades at a time? 



The district considered this, but did not pursue this option due to the number of elementary aged students and 

the K-3 grade class size reduction plan. 

 


